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St John’s Episcopal Church 
Walpole, NH    

Maundy Thursday - April 1, 2021, 6 pm 
Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/5759275615 |Meeting ID: 575 927 5615 or by phone (audio only):  +1 929 205 6099 

 
This order of worship for Maundy Thursday is within the context of an Agape Meal to be eaten in homes with others 
in a congregation that joins together online from their homes. When Jesus shared Passover with his disciples, it was in 
the home tradition and setting of the Passover meal. The washing of feet, the sharing of bread and wine, and the new 
commandment to love one another all happened in a home, in a room where Jesus drew his friends together as host, 
teacher, friend, and master who was there to serve them all. 

Maundy Thursday may be considered, at its heart, a homely affair. During this extraordinary time that requires us 
to practice social distancing we are being taken back to our households as our base-point. But we have the blessing in 
this technological age of joining others in fellowship even when we are alone in our households. We can join now with 
each other on this holy night, as we pray, sing, and hear the Word of God while we eat together, each in our own 
homes but joined in fellowship. 
 
This service weaves together parts of the Maundy Thursday liturgy within the frame of the Agape Meal as outlined in 
the Book of Occasional Services. This liturgy is adapted from The Rev. Dr. David Gortner, St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Coeur d’Alene, ID, for the Diocese of Spokane and St. Michael’s Church in Brattleboro, VT.   

To prepare your home for the service, please do the following – 

1. Prepare a simple meatless meal to share in your home that is fitting with your own dietary requirements and 
Lenten fast. A Mediterranean style meal is often chosen for Agape Meals, but any foods are fine as long as 
they are simple, including salads, soups, meatless proteins, fruits and nuts, and grains or pastas. Include a bit 
of bread and wine, according to what is in keeping with your dietary requirements. 

2. Set your space for your meal, along with a laptop, phone or other internet-connected screen to follow along with 
the service. Bring your leaflet to the table with you. If you wish, you may light a couple of candles.  

3. By 6:00 pm, please connect to the Zoom link for the service. Then take your places at your table to partake in 
the meal and to participate in the hearing of the Word, the remembering of Jesus Christ’s sharing of himself in 
the first Holy Eucharist, and readying ourselves to follow Jesus to the Cross. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OPENING PRAYERS 
Celebrant      Grace to you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, gave freely of himself to his 
beloved in the washing of feet and in instituting the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully 
grant that as we gather in our households we may remember these great gifts of love by Jesus Christ 
our Lord, and follow his great command to love one another as he eternally loves us all; who has 
given himself for the whole world, and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
HYMN   (CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE)                                                       LEVAS 101 

https://zoom.us/j/5759275615
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BLESSING OVER THE FOOD:  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring forth 
food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following 
our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen 
 

THE AGAPE MEAL BEGINS  

People are seated at their tables and begin to serve each other.  After people are settled and have begun eating, the 
reading of scripture begins.  
 
PSALM 116:1, 10-17 
Read in unison. 
 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
10 How shall I repay the Lord * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people. 
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
is the death of his servants. 
14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
in the presence of all his people, 
17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 
Following the Psalm: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT            Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining 
one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.] This is how you 
shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat 
it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 
will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you 
when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
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Reader  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                           
People   Thanks be to God.  

CANTICLE 17: THE SONG OF SIMEON        S 336

  

 

 

 

 

 

THE EPISTLE                        1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                           
People   Thanks be to God.  

HYMN                                            LEVAS 203 
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THE GOSPEL         John 13:1-17,  31b-35 

A Reading from the Gospel of John. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 
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And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 
and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One 
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not 
all of you are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them. 

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 
now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                           
People   Thanks be to God.  

THE SERMON                                        Congregational Sermon 
 
People are invited to share for 1-2 minutes each about how the scripture is touching their heart. What strikes you? What 
are you wondering? What is the Good News for us today? Anyone may share. No one must. There may be periods of 
silence in between people’s reflections.   

PRAYERS             

Officiant 
The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples and had washed their feet, said to them, 
"Do you know what I, your Lord and Master, have done to you? I have given you an example, 
that you should do as I have done." 

 

People 

Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which the world 
cannot give, I give to you. 
 
Celebrant 
I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

People 
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Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you; peace which the world 
cannot give, I give to you. 

 

Celebrant 
By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: That you have love for one another. 

 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Officiant  Let us pray. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS  
The People may add their own petitions Prayer is offered with intercession for 

 
The Universal Church, its members, and its mission 
The Nation and all in authority 
The welfare of the world 
The concerns of the local community 
Those who suffer and those in any trouble 
The departed (with commemoration of a saint when appropriate) 

       

Celeste Garbarino, Lisa Dumont, Bobby Hall, Joanna Crocker, Todd and family, Betty Williams, 
Mary Schoppmeyer, Betty Shotton, Barbara Johnson, Red Smith, Judith Wagenbach 

Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain 
effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  
People may unmute and greet one another. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN  (CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE)                                                  Hymnal 654 
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A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM                                 Page 102  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

CONCLUDING VERSICLE AND RESPONSE  
 
Let us bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
   
CLOSING SENTENCE                                                   Page 102 
 
Participants depart in peace to honor the solemn time which this service ushers in. 

 
PARTICIPANTS TODAY 

Lay Readers – Patti and Al Sparks 
WORSHIP CALENDAR 

Friday 4/2, 5 pm – Good Friday – Zoom Worship with the Diocese of New Hampshire and the 
Rev. Alanna van Antwerpen. Leaflet and all information can be accessed here:  
https://www.nhepiscopal.org/worship-liturgy. Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/94185270731. By 
phone: +1 312 626 6799 and enter the Meeting ID, 94185270731. 

https://www.nhepiscopal.org/worship-liturgy
https://zoom.us/j/94185270731
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Saturday 4/3, 8 am – Holy Saturday Morning Prayer (without homily) - This will be a Morning 
Prayer service from the Book of Common Prayer as we recall the time when Jesus lay in the tomb. 
There will not be music. The tone will be simple and quiet. 
 
Saturday 4/3, 8 pm – Easter Vigil – Zoom Worship with the Diocese of New Hampshire and 
Bishop Rob. Leaflet and all information can be accessed here: 
https://www.nhepiscopal.org/worship-liturgy. Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96242359595. By 
phone: +1 312 626 6799 and enter the Meeting ID, 96242359595.  
 
Sunday 4/4, 10 am – Easter Sunday  - We will celebrate Jesus' resurrection with all the Zoom 
fanfare and flare that we can muster. 
 
Sunday 4/11 – Pastor Duncan away. People may worship with the diocese of New Hampshire at 
9:30 am and join St. John’s for Zoom Coffee Hour at 10:45 
 
Sunday 4/18, 10 am – Third Sunday of Easter - Forum: Quietly Courageous. After the service all are 
welcome to reflect on St. John’s discernment about its next chapter. We will use some of the concepts in Gil 
Rendle’s book Quietly Courageous (a brief reading will be distributed the week before) to begin the 
conversation. 
 
Sunday 4/25, 10 am - Fourth Sunday of Easter - Forum: Quietly Courageous 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ST JOHN’S WORK DAY – SAT. 4/24, 9 AM – NOON 
Bring good cheer and clean up tools to St. John’s as we prepare the church – indoors and outdoors 
– for use during the warmer weather. Contact the wardens – Al Sparks and Marilyn Wilking – with 
any questions.  
 
St. John’s Priest-in-Charge, the Rev. Duncan Hilton, may be reached at pastor@stjohnswalpole.org or at the office 
phone (603-756-4533). 

https://www.nhepiscopal.org/worship-liturgy
mailto:pastor@stjohnswalpole.org

