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St John’s Episcopal Church 
Walpole, NH    

Easter Sunday Apr. 4, 2021, 10 am 

Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/5759275615 |Meeting ID: 575 927 5615 or by phone (audio only):  +1 929 205 6099 

 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: 
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that 
with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lit. The following words are repeated three times: 

 
Celebrant      The light of Christ. 
People       Thanks be to God. 

Holy God, accept our sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to 
drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—
he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

It is customary that the Paschal Candle burn at all services from Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost. 
 

HYMN   (CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE)                                                          Hymnal 207 

https://zoom.us/j/5759275615
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OPENING SENTENCES                                                                Book of Common Prayer, Page 77 
People remain standing until the psalm        
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
CONFESSION                                             Page 79 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Celebrant:   Lord, open our lips, 
People      And our mouth shall proclaim your praise 
Celebrant and Officiant    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in   

            the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
                                                 
DEUS MISEREATUR: PSALM 65:1-7          
Officiant: Alleluia the Lord is risen indeed: 
People:  Come let us adore him. Alleleuia. 
 
O God, be merciful to us and bless us, * 
show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 
Let your ways be known upon earth, * 
your saving health among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 
for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide all the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
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Officiant: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: 
People:  Come let us adore him. 
 
PSALM 118:1-2,14-24 
Read in unison. People may be seated. 

 
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 
14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 
16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 
17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
20 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 
22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Following the Psalm: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT                        Isaiah 25:6-9 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken. 
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It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                           
People   Thanks be to God.  

CANTICLE 13: A SONG OF PRAISE                                       
 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever 

THE EPISTLE                           1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in 
turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to 
the message that I proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and 
so you have come to believe. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                           
People   Thanks be to God.  

HYMN                                            LEVAS 69 
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THE GOSPEL                            John 20:1-18 

A Reading from the Gospel of John. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 
and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                           
People   Thanks be to God.  

THE SERMON                                      The Rev. Duncan Hilton 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                          Book of Common Prayer, Page 96 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
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    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
OFFERTORY                               The Doxology 
Offerings may be mailed to PO Box 179, Walpole NH, 03608 
 
PRAYERS                                                                                                                                                                       Page 97 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
SUFFRAGES                                                                                                                                                                  EOW 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 

THE COLLECTS 
   
INTERCESSIONS                  Form VI, Page 392 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
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For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Rob our Bishop; and 
for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Celeste Garbarino, Lisa Dumont, Bobby Hall, Joanna Crocker, Todd and family, Betty Williams, 
Mary Schoppmeyer, Betty Shotton, Barbara Johnson, Red Smith, Judith Wagenbach 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 

Jo Anne Schmidt, Colin Ireland 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain 

effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  
People may unmute and greet one another. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

HYMN  (CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE)                      O God Beyond All Praising, sung by Diocesan Choir                                 
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O God beyond all praising, 
     we worship you today 
and sing the love amazing 
     that songs cannot repay; 
for we can only wonder 
     at every gift you send, 
at blessings without number 
     and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you 
     and wait upon your word, 
we honor and adore you, 
     our great and mighty Lord. 
 

The flower of earthly splendor 
     in time must surely die, 
its fragile bloom surrender 
     to you the Lord most high; 
but hidden from all nature 
     the eternal seed is sown - 
though small in mortal stature, 
     to heaven's garden grown: 
for Christ the Man from heaven 
     from death has set us free, 
and we through him are given 
     the final victory! 
 

Then hear, O gracious Savior, 
     accept the love we bring, 
that we who know your favor 
     may serve you as our king; 
and whether our tomorrows 
     be filled with good or ill, 
we'll triumph through our sorrows 
     and rise to bless you still: 
to marvel at your beauty 
     and glory in your ways, 
and make a joyful duty 
     our sacrifice of praise. 
 

 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM                                 Page 102  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

CONCLUDING VERSICLE AND RESPONSE  
 
Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 
   
CLOSING SENTENCE                                                   Page 102 
 
POSTLUDE 

PARTICIPANTS TODAY 
Organist – Christopher Evatt 
Lay Readers – Pauline Barnes and Adrian Basora 
Soloist – Mary Schoppmeyer 

CALENDAR 

Sunday 4/4, 10 am – Easter Sunday  - We will celebrate Jesus' resurrection with all the Zoom 
fanfare and flare that we can muster. 
 
Sunday 4/11 – Pastor Duncan away. People may worship with the diocese of New Hampshire at 
9:30 am and join St. John’s for Zoom Coffee Hour at 10:45 
 
Sunday 4/18, 10 am – Third Sunday of Easter - Forum: Quietly Courageous. After the service all are 
welcome to reflect on St. John’s discernment about its next chapter. We will use some of the concepts in Gil 
Rendle’s book Quietly Courageous (a brief reading will be distributed the week before) to begin the 
conversation. 
 
Sunday 4/25, 10 am - Fourth Sunday of Easter - Forum: Quietly Courageous 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ST JOHN’S WORK DAY – SAT. 4/24, 9 AM – NOON 
Bring good cheer and clean up tools to St. John’s as we prepare the church – indoors and outdoors 
– for use during the warmer weather. Contact the wardens – Al Sparks and Marilyn Wilking – with 
any questions.  

SACRED GROUND UPDATE 
There was a spirited conversation after diocesan annual convention, including interest in taking 

action on the diocesan resolution to "act in accordance with our baptismal vows, in particular as it 
pertains to racial justice in the history and actions of our state and church." A handful of people at 
St. John’s have begun “Sacred Ground” a 10-part "film- and readings-based dialogue series on race, 

grounded in faith.  Small groups are invited to walk through chapters of America’s history of race 
and racism, while weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and political and regional 
identity." They are participating with people across New Hampshire. Talk to Charlie Montgomery, 
or Al and Patti Sparks to find out what they’re learning. 
 

REPORT FROM BISHOP ROB AND THE SHORT TERM COVID RESPONSE TEAM 
“Bishop Rob thanked our clergy and churches for staying the course and continuing to avoid in-
person worship through Easter and Holy Week. Although all of the rates of COVID19 are falling 
rapidly, we have still not achieved the thresholds we have set for in-person gatherings. And, 
although vaccination seems to be ramping up, we still have a very low percentage of people 
vaccinated and we are contending with outbreaks across the state. There is hope that we will be able 
to begin gathering in-person at some point after Easter, but we must stay the course now – what we 
are doing is working.” 
 
 
St. John’s Priest-in-Charge, the Rev. Duncan Hilton, may be reached at pastor@stjohnswalpole.org or at the office 
phone (603-756-4533). 
 
 
 

https://www.nhepiscopal.org/convention
mailto:pastor@stjohnswalpole.org

