ST.JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH | Walpole, NH
All are welcome - no exceptions — to worship, love, serve & grow.

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Sunday, March 15, 2026 | Fourth Sunday in Lent

PRELUDE Vladimir Odinokikh

WELCOME
THE WORD OF GOD



ENTRANCE HYMN

The Glory of These Forty Days

Hymnal 143, v1-2,5
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

All stand as able.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be
the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he
may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13
People may be seated while the Lector reads.

A reading from the first book of Samuel:

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” “Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD.” “Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” “Samuel did what the
LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” "He said, “Peaceably; I have
come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
*When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s
anointed is now before the LORD.” “But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for
the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks on the heart.” “Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” “Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”
"Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,



“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 'Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down
until he comes here.” "He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this
is the one.” “Then Samuel took the horn of 0il, and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramabh.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 23

Lector and people read responsively by whole verse

'"The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
’He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
‘He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
“You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14
®Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of
light —“for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.
UTry to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. "Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them. '“For it is shameful even to mention
what such people do secretly; *but everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, “for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper,
awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL John 9:1-41
People stand to hear the gospel.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. “His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
“Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so
that God’s works might be revealed in him. “We must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. °As long as
I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ®When he had said this, he spat
on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, ‘saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then
he went and washed and came back able to see. “The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?” “Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” "But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” '"He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then
I went and washed and received my sight.” ’They said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I do not know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. “Now
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. "Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 1“Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.”
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. “So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight "and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 'His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; ?’but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” *’His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of
the synagogue. “*Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He
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answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” **They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” ’He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want
to become his disciples?” *Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple,
but we are disciples of Moses. 2?We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *°The man answered,
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet
he opened my eyes. *'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. *’Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *°If
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him
out.

“Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” **He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell
me, so that I may believe in him.” “Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. *Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” “’Some of the Pharisees
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” “'Jesus
said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say,
‘We see,” your sin remains.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE Rev. Fred Chisolm
SERMON

THE CREED
After a time of reflection, all stand as you are able. We recite in unison:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,



begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The LEM and the People pray responsively. All remain standing as you are able.

Brothers and sisters, live as children of the light —for the fruit of the light is
found in all that is good and right and true. Let us pray to the Lord, saying,
“Light of the world, open our eyes.”

Lord our Shepherd, you have given your Church all that we need. Rain down on
us mightily with your Spirit, that we may testify to the astonishing things you
have done in our lives.

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence

Light of the world,

Open our eyes.
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God, you are present in the valley of the shadow of death. Comfort all those
around the world who know danger or violence or war. By your love, cast out
all evil and fear.

Silence

Light of the world,

Open our eyes.

Lord, you make us to lie down in green pastures; you lead us by still waters.
You have blessed us with a beautiful planet. May we work to preserve the holy
gift of nature.

Silence

Light of the world,

Open our eyes.

Lord, spread a table for those who are hungry; where there is scarcity and need
in our neighborhoods, fill empty hearts, lives, and cups with your abundance.
By your light expose all the unfruitful works of darkness.

Silence

Light of the world,

Open our eyes.

God of life, pursue the sick and sorrowful with your goodness and mercy.
Reveal your works in those who are suffering. Make yourself known as Healer,
especially to Beth & Josh, Betty Williams, Bob Lindberg, Charlie & Mary Lou
Montgomery, Chris Cooper, Emily & Family, Erik Lindberg, James Armentrout,
Jeanne Phillips, Kathy DePasquale, Peggy Pschirrer, Rachael Crowe, Rebecca
Cooper, and Sara Crosby.

Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence

Light of the world,

Open our eyes.

Reviver of Souls, give to the dying and the dead your promise of new and
unending life. May we one day live with them forever in the light of Christ.
Silence

Light of the world,

Open our eyes.

CONCLUDING COLLECT
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask, help us to ask only
what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our
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blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

All stand. People may greet one another from their seats.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Rite Two, Eucharistic Prayer B

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most
High. Psalm 50:14
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OFFERTORY HYMN When from Bondage, We Are Summoned WLP 753, v1,3,5
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DOXOLOGY

All stand.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.

Praise God above, ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet
did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no
longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy

The People stand or kneel.
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his
command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you wish a blessing, instead of the bread or wine, cross your arms over your chest.
Gluten free wafers are available; let the priest know at the altar that you’d like one.

COMMUNION MUSIC Vladimir Odinokikh

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
People stand as you are able.

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is

Hymnal 645, v1-2,4,6
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DISMISSAL
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Vladimir Odinokikh

From riteplanning.com.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PARISH INFORMATION

Working Together at St. John’'s

This Sunday Next Sunday
Celebrant: The Rev. Frederick Chisolm Drew Street, Homilist
Rector: The Rev. Frederick Chisolm The Rev. Frederick Chisolm
Deacons: The Rev. Deacon Bill Clark The Rev. Deacon Bill Clark
The Rev. David Gilliam The Rev. Deacon David Gilliam
Organist: Vladimir Odinokikh Vladimir Odinokikh
Acolyte: Conor O'Donnell Conor O'Donnell
Lector(s) Al Sparks Peggy Pschirrer
LEM Lisa Cuoco Drew Street
Altar Guild Karen Proctor Lisa Cuoco
Flowers No Flowers During Lent No Flowers During Lent
Ushers Mairin Kelleher & Al Sparks Joe Cuoco & John Proctor
Hospitality Patti & Al Sparks Alison Brule
Counters Mary Schoppmeyer & Kathie Clark Linda O’Donnell & Karen Proctor

Blood Drive | Coordinated by the Outreach Committee with the American Red Cross
Thursday, March 19 | 12p-4.30p | First Congregational Church, Walpole

There is always a need for blood. A representative from the Red Cross will be in coffee hour this
Sunday and next Sunday to register those who are able to give blood. (Note: It is being held at
the Congregational Church here in Walpole, as their space is more suitable for this event.)

Ashuelot Concerts presents: The Doric Quartet

Friday, March 20 | 7:30p | Stonewall Farm, Keene

Saturday, March 21 | 1p | Alyson's Orchard, Walpole

This internationally acclaimed chamber group will be playing a program - 'Inspired by Beethoven
Tickets are available online at www.ashuelotconcerts.org at the door.

Fill Your Red Bag for the Fall Mountain Food Shelf

All parishioners are invited to take a “Red Bag” (a red cloth shopping bag with St. John’s name
on it) and fill it with items for the Fall Mountain Food Shelf every month. You can return your
full Red Bag to the back of the church and obtain an empty one from the supply in the library
any Sunday. During March, the requested items are toilet paper, paper towels, feminine
hygiene products, and condiments (mayo, mustard, ketchup, salt, pepper, sugar). Betsy
McGuire is our Fall Mountain Food Shelf Coordinator.

Update about Pastor Duncan Hilton

Duncan and his wife, Bethany Hobbs, are now settling into their home in Keene with Charlie,
John, and a new baby on the way. They are setting up their home to support refugees and
currently networking in the Keene area. They would be delighted to hear from people. Their
street address is 111 Adams Street, #2, Keene, NH 03431. You can also find out more about
Duncan’s ministries and work, as well as contact him via email, at his website:
www.duncanhilton.net
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Update about Charlie Montgomery

Charlie and Mary Lou have returned home. Charlie continues to welcome cards and visits. If
you would like to visit Charlie, please call prior to confirm whether Charlie is feeling well
enough for a visit.

Our Rector: The Rev. Fred Chisolm can be reached at (802) 649-6495 (cell) or via email at
rector@StJohnsWalpole.org.

St. John's Vestry 2026: Marilyn Wilking (Senior Warden), Drew Street (Junior Warden), Lisa
Cuoco (Treasurer), Alison Brule (Clerk), Josh Beer, Mairin Kelleher, John Proctor. Both wardens
may be reached at info@StJohnsWalpole.org.
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